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Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula at Queenscliff, Victoria, 
19 January to 9 May 1981 

 
Submission to BARC seeking endorsement of a long accepted report: Case 10?? 

     
By MIKE CARTER  

8 August 2018 
 

Introduction: 
 A Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula was present at Swan Island, 
Queenscliff, near the entrance to Port Phillip Bay in Victoria from 19th January to 
9th May 1981 (Robinson 1982).This is a well-established and much published 
‘record’ (see citations and references) such that in normal circumstances it would 
be considered a waste of BARC’s time bothering to assess the report. However, 
at the time of the occurrence and initial publication the very similar Semipalmated 
Plover Charadrius semipalmatus had not been recognized in Australia and 
therefore observers were not always mindful of this possible confusion species. 
Moreover, a very significant discriminating character, white in the lores adjacent 
the bill, had not then been described (Mullarney 1991). Moreover some plumage 
features such as the width of the breast band considered at that time to be 
diagnostic are today regarded as less reliable. Hence it seems prudent that 
BARC should assess this report. A copy of the report published in the Geelong 
Naturalist (Lane B.A. 1981) is attached.  
 Facilitated by its long stay, I was one of many to see and photograph the 
bird. Ron Brown (deceased) who at the time was working at the Arthur Rylah 
Institute, collected images from several photographers including me for 
documentation and research purposes. Somehow my slides went missing and in 
compensation for my loss I was given copies of four slides of the bird taken by 
Trevor Pescott, the well-known Geelong birder and author. Despite their age and 
evident deterioration, in July 2018 I had these converted to digital images. These 
are now attached and form a significant part of this submission (see page 2).     
 
Description: A complete description which included details of the extent of the 
webbing between toes is given in the original note published in the Geelong 
Naturalist (Lane B.A. 1981) and is reproduced here. Only one photograph was 
provided therein but I provide four here. My field-notes state that this was a 
robust small plover, noticeably stockier and larger than Red-capped Plover, with 
white underparts, complete but narrow blackish breast band, mainly brown head 
and upperparts, complete white collar, broad white forehead and white 
supercilium. The bill was longer and more substantial than that of Red-capped 
Plover and was wholly dark. The legs were bright yellowish-orange and the iris 
was dark. There was no visible yellow eye ring. A bold white wing bar was visible 
in flight. 
 The photographs show that where the dark loral line met the base of the 
bill it was equal in depth to the upper mandible. Thus there was no white above 
the gape.  
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Ringed Plover at Queenscliff, Victoria in January 1981  
    Photos by Trevor Pescott 

 
 
Identification: The Ringed Plover is one of the small Charadrius plovers that 
have a white collar and black breast band. Other similar likely confusion species 
are eliminated by the criteria indicated below (Hayman et al. 1986; Chandler 
1989; Mullarney 1991; Dunn 1993; Marchant & Higgins 1993; Beaman & Madge 
1998, van Duivendijk 2011; Menkhorst et al. 2017).  
 
 The rather plump, dumpy appearance, dark brown rather than a slightly 
paler, more sandy-coloured upperparts, absence of bold yellow orbital ring and 
presence of a substantial amount of white in the upper-wing, eliminate Little 
Ringed Plover. 
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 The following combination of rather subtle features eliminates 
Semipalmated Plover. 

1) The absence of webbing between the middle and inner toes as reported 
by David Eades in the Lane (1981) published note, 

2) Broad loral stripe with no white above the gape, 
3) Breadth and prominence of supercilium behind the eye, 
4) The bill was too long, 
5) Absence of any trace of a yellow orbital ring, 

 
Status 
 To date BARC has accepted five records of this species these being: 
Case 133, Boonaroo, Qld., 1983; Case 330, Marlo, Vic., 2002; Case 476, 
Rottnest Island, WA, 2005; Case 527, Mandura, WA, 2007; Case 985, Stockton 
NSW, 2017. In addition, Case 118, Westernport Bay, Vic. 1996 is currently 
before BARC. There are however, about 16 reports including the subject of this 
submission not yet assessed by BARC most of which are likely authentic but 
some could be misidentified Semipalmated Plovers.   

 
Acknowledgement 
 Trevor Pescott kindly gave permission for the use of his images and kindly 
provided photocopies of the Lane 1981 article.  
 
 References 
Beaman, M. & Madge S. (1998), The Handbook of Bird Identification for Europe and the  

 Western Palearctic, Princeton, New Jersey. 
Chandler, R.J. (1989), The Macmillan Field Guide to North Atlantic Shorebirds, Macmillan, 

London. 
Emison, W.B., Beardsell, C.M., Norman, F.I., Loyn, R.H. & Bennett, S.C. (1987), Atlas of 

Victorian Birds, RAOU, Melbourne.      
Marchant, S. & Higgins, P.J. (Eds.) (1993), Handbook of Australian, New Zealand &  

Antarctic Birds Vol. 2, Raptors to Lapwings, Oxford, Melbourne. 
Hayman, P., Marchant, J. & Prater, T. (1986), Shorebirds; an Identification Guide to the Waders  
 of the World, Croom Helm, Sydney. 
Lane, B.A, (1981), ‘First Victorian Record of Ringed Plover’, Geelong Naturalist 18; 8-11. 
Menkhorst, P., Rogers, D., Clarke, R., Davies, J., Marsack, P. & Franklin, K. (2017), The 

Australian Bird Guide, CSIRO, Victoria, Australia.    
Mullarney, K. (1991), “Identification of Semipalmated Plover, a new feature”, Birding World 7:  

254-258 
Paulson, D. (2005), Shorebirds of North America: The Photographic Guide, Christopher Helm, 

London. 
Pescott, T., (1983), Birds of Geelong, Neptune, Newtown, Victoria.  
Robinson, D, (1982), Victorian Bird Report, Number One, Bird Observers Club, Melbourne.    
van Duivendijk, N. (2011), Advanced Bird ID Handbook: The Western Palearctic. New Holland, 

London. 

 



 4



 5

 



 6



 7

 


