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Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula at Pioneer Bay, near The 
Gurdies, Western Port Bay, Victoria, 23 November to 21 December 1996 

 
Submission to BARC seeking endorsement of a long accepted report 

     
By MIKE CARTER & XENIA DENNETT    

19 July 2018 
 

Introduction: 
   On 23rd November 1996, during a regular survey of shorebirds conducted 
by the Bird Observers Club, a Common Ringed Plover was found by Xenia 
Dennett and Christine Hudson (deceased) at Pioneer Bay, near The Gurdies, 
Western Port Bay, Victoria, It remained at that site until at least 21st December 
1996. During its stay it was seen by numerous birders and wader experts 
including John Barkla, Richard Loyn & Fred Smith. The area is tidal and 
unusually for a Ringed Plover which tends to prefer sandy or gravelly substrates, 
the surface here is soft mud. Red-capped Plovers that frequented the area 
afforded useful comparison.  
 The accompanying photos that together with the painting by Rex Davies 
comprise the substance of this submission were taken by MC on Kodachrome 
colour transparency slide film on 5th & 6th December 1996 and recently converted 
to digital images. Photocopies of the completed Unusual Sightings Record form, 
the ensuing report published in The Bird Observer and a painting of the subject 
bird by Rex Davies originally given to Christine Hudson but now in the 
possession of Bill Ramsay, are also attached.  This report has long been 
regarded as reliable but has not been assessed by BARC. 
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Description: This was a robust small plover, noticeably stockier and larger than 
Red-capped Plover, with brown upperparts, white underparts, blackish breast 
band, complete white collar and dark, patterned head. The bill was longer and 
more substantial than that of Red-capped Plover and was wholly dark. Legs dull 
yellow. Iris dark. No visible yellow eye ring. A white wing bar was visible in flight. 
A whitish supercilium, poorly defined but quite broad, extended from half way 
between bill and eye almost to rear of ear-coverts. Forehead brown, with a 
narrow pale band above bill. Dark loral line was as broad as bill was deep. 
Continuous around the hind-neck was a broad white collar.  
 
Identification: The Ringed Plover is one of the small Charadrius plovers that 
have a white collar and black breast band. Other similar species are eliminated 
by the criteria indicated below (Hayman et al. 1986; Chandler 1989; Mullarney 
1991; Unknown Japanese 1991; Dunn 1993; Marchant & Higgins 1993; Beaman 
& Madge 1998, van Duivendijk 2011; Menkhorst et al. 2017).  
 
 The rather plump, dumpy appearance, dark brown, not sandy coloured 
upperparts, absence of bold yellow orbital ring and presence of a substantial 
amount of white in the upper-wing, eliminate Little Ringed Plover. 
   
 The following combination of rather subtle features eliminates 
Semipalmated Plover. 

1) Broad loral stripe, 
2) Breadth and prominence of supercilium behind the eye. 
3) The bill was too long, 
4) Absence of any trace of a yellow orbital ring, 

 
Status 
 To date BARC has accepted five records of this species these being: 

1. Case 133, Boonaroo, Qld., 1983 
2. Case 330, Marlo, Vic., 2002 
3. Case 476, Rottnest Island, WA, 2005  
4. Case 527, Mandura, WA, 2007 
5. Case 985, Stockton NSW, 2017.  

 
There are however, about 16 reports including the subject of this submission not 
yet assessed by BARC that are likely authentic although some may be 
misidentified Semipalmated Plovers.   
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Common Ringed Plover in Western Port Bay Nov/Dec 1996 
Painting by Rex Davies. 
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