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Circumstances 

Geof Christie and Pam Jones reported a Grey-headed Lapwing at “ the Goat Paddock”  on 
West Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands on 24 and 26 January 2016 (Christie & Jones 2016).  

Description 

See the attached photographs, taken by Geof Christie and Pam Jones. 

Identification 

• Among the 24 species of lapwings (genus Vanellus) worldwide (as recognised by 
HBW/Birdlife International), Grey-headed is the only one with an entirely grey head 
without any patches of white or black. Other species that have mostly grey heads all 
lack the dark breast band. 

• The upperwing pattern is distinctive and diagnostic: tricolored pattern of black 
primaries, white secondaries extending across the outer coverts to the leading edge at 
the carpal, and grey remaining inner coverts. 

Ageing  

It is an adult. Juveniles lack the dark breast band. 

Status 

See BARC case 1007. 
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Plate 1. Grey-headed Lapwing, West Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, 24 Jan 2016 (Photo: Geof 

Christie) 

 

 

Plate 2. Grey-headed Lapwing, West Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, 24 Jan 2016 (Photo: Pam 
Jones; copied from Christie and Jones (2016)) 
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Plate 3. Grey-headed Lapwing, West Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, 24 Jan 2016 (Photo: Geof 
Christie) 

 

 

Plate 4. Grey-headed Lapwing, West Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, 26 Jan 2016 (Photo: Geof 
Christie) 


